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Rotary News

Brew Union Friday Drinks
Next Brew Union is Friday 27 February 2025.

Festival of Cultures
We have booked a stand for 21-22 February —
we'll need volunteers to man it.

Mayor’s State of the City Address

Monday 23 February 12-1.30 pm. Manawatu
Business Chamber combined event >130
aftendees.

Monday lunchtime 9 February 2026
Guest Speaker: Zandra Vaccarino
Topic: “NZ Down Syndrome Association”

Intro/Thanks President Dave
Sergeant John Freebairn
Corporal John Brunsden

Brian Donnelly
Dave Gaynor
Stu Schwartz

Parting Thought
Bulletin Editor
Attendance

Monday lunchtime 16 February 2026
Guest Speaker: Darlene Westrupp & Julie
Watson, Inner Wheel.

Topic: “From PN to Ethiopia, Hamlyn Fistula

Hospital”

Intro/Thanks Martin Townend
Sergeant Liam Hehir
Corporal Mike Charles
Parting Thought Enkay Onyema
Bulletin Editor Dave Gaynor
Aftendance Lesley Boulton

UNITE
FOR
GOOD

Ratary

Summary of Norelle Ward’s Speech on
2 February 2026

Norelle Ward presents an overview of a
community information database she has been
developing while at Mana Whaikaha/Disability
Support Services over several years. The purpose
of the platform is to give the public — and
especially social service workers — easy access to
accurate, up-to-date information about
community groups, services, and organisations
across the region.

Key Points
1. Renaming and Purpose of the Platform

e The platform is being renamed from Title
Platform to Community Pages, aligning
better with its purpose and with the
library’s involvement.

e Its goalis to make community information
easily searchable, filterable, and
exportable.

2. Community Organisations Manage Their Own
Data

e Once the system is fully ready, each
organisation will receive a live link
allowing them to manage and update
their own information anytime.

e Data becomes hidden after nine months if
not updated; reminders are automatically
sent.
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e Organisations that update their listings
regularly will never be hidden.

3. Multiple Views and Search Features

Norelle demonstrates the system'’s different ways
of browsing information:

e Simple list view and detailed view.

e Map view showing service locations (with
some existing anomalies to fix).

o Filters to refine results by category,
location, or specific interest (e.g.,
childcare, horse riding, housing).

e Search works across all fields, making it
very flexible.

4. Exporting and Sharing Data

e Listings can be exported, printed, or
emailed—useful for social workers
supporting families.

5. Managing Data Quality

¢ Some enfries need fixing (e.g., incorrect
map pins, dummy email addresses).

e The system detects potential duplicates
and highlights them for review.

6. Accessibility and Mobile Use

e The system works on mobile phones,
though the interface is not yet ideal.

e They hope to create a more user-friendly
mobile interface in future.

7. Cost and Hosting

e The platform is built on a free system, with
the first paid tier costing around $480 per
year, enabling email reminders.

e Additional features (like “near me”
location services) would require more
funding.

e The library hosts the platform, but
responsibility for data accuracy is shared
with local community hubs.

8. Scalability and Interest from Other Regions

e The map can expand beyond the current
areqa, and other regions (Hawke's Bay,

Hamilton) have already expressed interest
in joining.

9. Membership Listings Example (Syncos)

e Norelle gives the example of migrating
Syncos’ outdated printfed membership
guide into the database so it can always
stay current.

10. Vision for the Platform

e The system is designed to include anything
people can get involved in—sports, music,
scouts, community groups, and more.

e Anyone can create a listing for their group
at no cost.

In Short

Norelle Ward describes a powerful, flexible, and
community-driven database designed to make
local services visible and accessible. It allows
organisations fo manage their own information,
encourages up-to-date data through
automation, and supports custom searches,

mapping,
Parting Thought
Stu Schwartz's Rotary prayer for 2026.

May we bring love where there is hatred.

May we bring healing where there is pain.

May we bring harmony where there is discord.
May we bring light where there is darkness.

May we bring hope where there is despair.

May we bring peace where there is strife.

May this world be a better place and let it begin
with us.



