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Rotary Bulletin – 31 August 2026 
 
Robot Assisted Surgery 
The PN Hospital Foundation have raised the full 
$2.5 million and are now purchasing the Robot 
Assisted Surgery. 
 
District Governor 
Apply for 2027/28 District Governor - let Stu know. 
 
Nepal Flood Victim Appeal  
Give to Rotary NZ World Community Service. 
 
RYLA January 2027  
We will support one attendee. 
 
Next Brew Union 
Friday 25 September 2026, Friday 5.00 pm. 
 
Next Meeting: Monday 31 August 2026 
 
Welcome President Stu Schwartz 
 
Intro/Thanks for Guest Speaker: Dave Gaynor. 
 
Guest Speaker: Steve Deans 
 
“Getting a Grip on Life.” 
 
Sergeant  Liam Hehir 
Corporal  David Chapple 
Parting Thought Rodney Wong 
Bulletin Editor   Dave Gaynor 
Attendance                  Nick Kaspers 
 
Summary of speech by  
Shaun Kay 
Palmy – A Vibrant Summer Ahead. 
 
Shaun Kay described his work as Palmerston 
North’s local ambassador and place maker, 
operating as an independent council contractor so 
he can work alongside communities rather than 
take a top-down approach. 
 
Key themes 
• Promoting the city: Shaun’s role is to connect 

community groups, businesses and agencies, 
support local initiatives, and showcase 

Palmerston North through events, media and 
social platforms. 
 

 
 

• Latin American cultural events: He 
highlighted the Latin American Film Festival, 
the city’s relationship with the Cuban 
ambassador, and plans to revive the Frida 
Kahlo Fiesta and Day of the Dead celebrations 
when international circumstances are more 
suitable. 
 

• Maximising major events: Armageddon 
brought about 10,000 visitors to the city. Shaun 
explained the importance of “wrap-around” 
evening entertainment—such as films, music 
and hospitality—to keep visitors engaged and 
increase local spending. 

 

 
 

• Economic impact: Events including 
Armageddon, the New Zealand Rural Games, 
sporting tournaments and Team Champs 
generate significant business for 
accommodation, hospitality and retail, 
although the city frequently faces a shortage of 
available rooms. 
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• Rural Games expansion: Plans include 
bringing visitors by heritage trains from 
Wellington, Rangitīkei and Hawke’s Bay, 
encouraging overnight stays, and using the 
existing event infrastructure in The Square for 
Saturday-night entertainment. 
 

• Reconnecting Massey University with the 
city: Shaun is working with Massey’s new Vice-
Chancellor and student organisations to 
involve students in local festivals, concerts and 
sporting events. His goal is to strengthen 
students’ sense of belonging, improve retention 
and encourage them to spend locally. 

 
• Using Massey facilities: Proposed activities 

include a community cricket match at Massey’s 
underused oval and transporting students to a 
Turbos rugby match. 

 
 

• Support for Rotary: Shaun praised the Rotary 
Music Festival and Rotary’s support of Circus 
Quirkus. He offered to help promote future 
projects. 
 

• Invitation to greater Rotary visibility: He 
encouraged Rotarians to attend community 
events wearing their Rotary badges, helping the 
club become more visible and connected 
across the city. 

 
 

 
Overall, Shaun’s message was that Palmerston 
North can strengthen its economy and identity by 
confidently showcasing what it offers, connecting 
events with wider visitor experiences, and building 
stronger links between the city, Massey University, 
businesses and community organisations. 
 
 
Parting Thought: Dave Gaynor 
 
“As we close, remember that today wasn’t just about 
celebrating how far we’ve come – it’s about fuelling the 
momentum for where we are going next.” 
 
 

 
 


