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Rotary Bulletin – 13 July 2026 
 
Rotary Board meeting 
Monday 13 July 2026, Friday 5.15 pm. 
 
Next Brew Union 
Friday 31 July 2026, Friday 5.00 pm. 
 
Rotary Monday lunchtime 20 July 2026 
 
Welcome  Past-President Dave 
 
Induction of New President Stu Schwartz 
 
Guest Speaker   
Mayor Michael Ford, Manawatu District Council 

“Future Developments in the Manawatu 
District” 

 
Sergeant  Liam Hehir 
Corporal  Aaron Tait 
Parting Thought Rodney Wong 
Bulletin Editor   Dave Gaynor 
Attendance                  Martin Townend 
 

 
 

Summary of Trina Sheridan Speech 
“Butterfly Compassion Community” 
 

• Trina Sheridan introduced the work of 

Butterfly Compassion Community a 

Palmerston North charity she founded 

about five years ago to support vulnerable 

people and families. 

• The organisation provides free “box-ups” 

of donated items such as clothing, shoes, 

linen, toys, kitchenware, toiletries and 

other essentials. 

 

• Butterfly Compassion Community works 

with a wide range of agencies, including 

social workers, iwi, police, hospital wards, 

mental health services, National Intensive 

Care Unit families and organisations 

supporting people facing hardship. 

• The charity has grown rapidly, from 

supporting about 12 service organisations 

to around 68, showing the scale of need in 

the region. 

• Trina said about 130,000 donated items 

have been redistributed back into the 

community, mainly through pre-loved 

goods, with some new items such as 

underwear and toiletries. 

• She emphasised that support is provided 

quickly, at no cost and with minimal 

barriers, because families and individuals 

in crisis often need immediate practical 

help. 

• She highlighted growing hardship caused 

by high rents, mortgages, homelessness, 

transitional housing, people living in cars, 

and families without basic household 

items. 

• Butterfly Compassion Community has 

three main areas of focus: free box-ups, a 

children’s social connection and anxiety 

programme using puppets, and a planned 
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sensory room in Palmerston North for 

neurodivergent children. 

• The sensory room proposal would support 

children who cannot easily access 

mainstream after-school or holiday 

programmes because of sensory needs. 

• A major new initiative is the development 

of locally made sleep sacks using textile 

waste and donated materials. 

• The sleep sacks are designed for people 

sleeping rough, bed-hopping, leaving 

prison, living in cars, or otherwise lacking 

warm and secure bedding. 

• Indoor and outdoor versions have been 

developed, with warmth, safety and 

dignity in mind, including Velcro closures 

and no ties. 

• The sleep sack project also aims to create a 

sustainable funding stream to help keep 

Butterfly Compassion Community’s free 

services operating. 

 

• Approximate costs discussed were $45 for 

an indoor sleep sack and $75 for an 

outdoor sleep sack, with the aim of 

achieving a fair return rather than profit. 

• Trina invited Rotary members to share 

expertise, ideas and contacts to help refine 

the initiative, make it sustainable and 

ensure it reaches those most in need. 

• Dave Gaynor thanked Trina and 

acknowledged both the scale of hidden 

hardship in Palmerston North and the 

importance of community groups 

considering how they can support the 

charity’s work. 

 

Donate to Butterfly Compassion Community 

The money raised in the Sergeants Session will be 
donated to BCC. 
 
In addition, Lesley Boulton has encouraged 
members to donate $75 to sponsor an outdoor 
sleeping sack.  If you wish to donate – pay the PN 
Rotary Club account with Reference “BCC 
Donation”.  For account details email 
mary@davegaynor.co.nz  Your donation will be 
forwarded to BCC. 
 
Parting Thought: Lesley Boulton 
 
“When a caterpillar bursts from its cocoon and 
discovers it is a butterfly with its wings, it does not 
sit idly, hoping to one day turn back.  It flies”.  
Kelseyleigh Rebe 
 
“If nothing ever changed, there would be no such 
things as butterflies.”  Wendy MassB 
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